
An Overview of Islam

1. Islam.
The Muslim or Moslem faith is a major driving force in the lives of many of

the nations in the Middle East, West Asia and North Africa. This is the fastest
growing religion in the world today. It contains many militants, but the vast
majority is not of this military variety.

The impact of Islam makes it worthy of study for within a century of the
death of its founder the Muslim Empire had stretched throughout Southern
France, Spain, North Africa, Central Asia and China. It also made advances in
Eastern Europe, Africa, India and Southeast Asia. Today it numbers over 450
million adherents which dominate more than three dozen countries and are
drawn from all different races.

The word "Islam" is a noun formed from the Arabic verb meaning "to
submit, surrender or commit oneself." With the translation comes the idea of
action and not stagnation. The very act of submissive commitment is at the heart
of Islam, not simply a passive acceptance and surrender in doctrine. "Muslim"
which is another noun form of the same verb means, "the one who submits."

a. Faith And Duty:
Islam embraces not only religion but culture and thus its future is

dependent upon the state of the nations is has penetrated.
b. Why it is growing so rapidly:

1) It has a strong political and cultural base.
2) It has the appeal of a universal message.
3) It has a simple creed and tenets.
4) Anyone is invited to enter.
5) It’s doctrines (5) and pillars (5) can be easily communicated.

In the West it is appealing to the universal brotherhood of man, world
peace, temperance, and claims for the uplifting of women.

The teachings of Islam are comprised both of faith (imam) and duty (din).
This is a combination of theology and jurisprudence. The theology defines all
that a man should believe. The law defines all that a man should do. The law
embraces every detail of human life, from the prohibition of crime to the use of
the toothpick. It is the "science of all things, human and divine," and divides all
actions into what is obligatory or enjoined, what is praiseworthy or
recommended, what is permitted or legally indifferent, what is disliked or
deprecated, and what is forbidden. This is characteristically Sunni.

c. The Koran.
The Qur'an (Koran) is the authoritative scripture of Islam. They believe it

to be the Word of God and is the main guide for all matters of faith and practice.
Muhammad had other revelations including the Torat (of Moses), the

Suhuf (prophets), the Zabur (psalms of David), the Injil (gospel of Jesus). (Notice
that there are only revelations from God, not revelations of God)

The Koran is the only one of which the original text still exists. The others
are greatly corrupted.



2

The Koran is viewed as infallible and supercedes all other books which
have been corrupted. Thus the "gospel of Jesus" is Jesus according to the
Koran. To them He was another prophet but not divine.

There is division within Islamic scholars on whether or not all of the Koran
is true or just part of it.

The Koran was written in Arabic and Muslims believe it should be studied
in Arabic, therefore there are no authoritative translations recognized.

d. The Five Articles of Faith:
1). God. There is only one true God and his name is Allah who

is all-knowing, all-powerful and the sovereign judge. Yet Allah is not a
personal God, for he is so far above man in every way that he is not
personally knowable. Allah is said to be loving, but this attribute is
almost ignored, believing that his justice overrules his love. He is the
source of both good and evil and his will is supreme.

2). Angels. Their existence is fundamental to Islamic teaching
because Gabriel supposedly gave the revelations to Muhammad. Al
Shaytan is the devil and most likely a fallen angel or a Jinn (a creature
between angels and men which can be either good or evil). All angels
have different purposes. Each man or woman has two recording
angels-one who records the good deeds and one who records the bad
deeds.

3). Scripture. There are four inspired books. They are the
Torah of Moses, the Psalms of David, The Gospel of Jesus Christ and
the Koran. The first three were "reinspired" in Muhammad because
the Jews and Christians had corrupted them so much.

4). Prophets. God speaks through numerous prophets. The
six greatest are Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and
Muhammad.

5). Last Days. The last day will be a time of resurrection and
judgment. Those who follow and obey Muhammad will go to Islamic
heaven, called Paradise. Those who don't will be tormented in hell.

6). Kismet. This is actually a sixth article of faith but even
though some do not view it as such, they agree it is a central teaching
of Islam. This is the belief in Allah's decree's called Kismet or fate. It
is an extremely rigid view of predestination that states that all good or
evil proceeds from the divine will.

e. The Five Pillars of Faith: (Required Observances)
1). The Creed (Kalima). "There is no God but Allah, and

Muhammad is the Prophet of Allah," which must be publicly
stated aloud to become a Muslim. It is constantly repeated
by the faithful.

2). Prayer (Salat). Prayer as ritual is central to a devout
Muslim, praying five times a day. First upon rising, then at
noon, midafternoon, after sunset, and before retiring. The
content of the prayers are prescribed as well as the form in
which they are done.
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3). Almsgiving (Zakat). Muhammad who was himself an
orphan had a strong desire to help the needy. Muslims are
required to give 1/40th of all their income to help the needy.
There are other rules and regulations for other income. This
helps them to salvation.

4). Fasting (Ramadan). There is a daily fast from sunup to
sundown each day during this holy month.

5). The Pilgrimage (Hajj). A trip to Mecca at least once during
one's life is essential in gaining salvation. This trip involves
a set of ceremonies and rituals that center around the
Ka'aba shrine. The Meccans claimed descend from
Abraham through Ishmael, and tradition stated that their
temple, Ka'aba, had been built by Abraham for the worship
of one God. It was still called the house of Allah.

6). Jihad or Holy War which is required as the situation
warrants so as to spread Islam or defend it. One who dies in
a Jihad is guaranteed eternal life.

f. The Family.
1). The family is of central importance in Islam.
2). Marriage is required for every Muslim, even the ascetics.
3). Men may not have more than four wives, but may have as

many concubines as they choose.
4). A Muslim may divorce his wife at any time for any reason.
5). Other practices include the veiling of women, circumcision,

abstention from alcohol, gambling and certain foods, which
are seen as vices from the West.

2. Neither Christianity nor Islam claim their God is the same although
both claim to follow and worship the Creator of the universe.

18. Other religions also teach the existence of God. Is there any difference
between their teaching and the Islamic concept of God?

Yes, there are some important differences.1 Quoted from: muslim.org

The first major difference is that Islam teaches the absolute one-ness of God,
with Whom no one can share in Divinity. No idol or heavenly object, nor any
religious or spiritual teacher, can possess some Divine power or attribute.

Secondly, Islam teaches the highest conception of God, and does not accept any
limitation to His power and knowledge, while other religions set limits to Him. For
instance, Islam rejects the Hindu belief that God is not the Creator of matter and
souls but exists alongside them. It also rejects the Christian doctrine that God is
unable to forgive sins unless He punishes someone, and so He sent His 'son' to

1
From: Muslim.org
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suffer the punishment for the sins of all humanity. Moreover, a son is needed to
take the place of the father when the father dies, and clearly this cannot apply if
God is perfect.

Thirdly, Islam refutes the idea that any human being, however great, was a
'manifestation' of God on earth, or a Divine incarnate.

A passage of the Holy Quran which mentions several attributes of God is as
follows:

"He is Allah besides Whom there is no God. The Knower of the
unseen and the seen. He is the Beneficent, the Merciful. He is Allah
besides Whom there is no God; the King, the Holy, the Author of
peace, the Grantor of security, Guardian over all, the Mighty, the
Supreme, the Possessor of greatness . . . He is Allah, the Creator,
the Maker, the Fashioner. His are the most beautiful names.
Whatever is in the heavens and the earth declares His glory; and
He is the Mighty, the Wise." (59:22-24)

Islam sees Jesus as a prophet and part of the original faith of Adam, Noah,
Abraham, Moses, David, and John the Baptist. The Qur’an clearly rejects the
Trinity, Jesus’ deity, His crucifixion and thus resurrection. Muhammad was the
final prophet and thus the bearer of God’s final revelation.

3. Should we believe Muhammad?
a. Who was Muhammad (the praised one)?
He was the founder of Islam (570 in Mecca to 632 A.D.) and claimed that

“I have been given permission to intercede; and the prophets have been sealed
with me.” As the last prophet he superseded Abraham, Moses, and Jesus.
Islamic “scholars” have tried many times to connect him to the Bible, claiming
that he was the fulfillment of many prophecies, not Jesus. One such prophecy is,
Deut 18:18 'I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I
will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command
him.’

Notes on his divine calling indicate it was a battle with demons and that he
was fighting demon possession until his wife convinced him to just submit to it.
Muhammad himself feared his calling was demonic and that he would be
possessed by the devil. He actually set forth a revelation that he thought was
from God but later changed it stating that Satan had slipped the verses into the
text.

Most students of Islam claim that he was generally a moral person but
insist that he was beyond major sin and was the perfect moral example. He did
however, sanction polygamy up to four wives, but it was permissible, by divine
revelation, for him to have more (10). Even the Qur’an speaks of his need to ask
forgiveness from God.
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The early history revolves around one central figure, Muhammad (aka
Muhammed, Mohammed meaning "The Praised One"), although the origin of the
faith is a mixture of different religions. His given name was Ubu'l Kassim.
Muhammad was born around 570 A.D. in the city of Mecca in Arabia. His father
died before his birth and his mother died when he was six. He was raised by his
grandfather and uncle.

At the age of 25, he married a wealthy 40-year-old widow named
Khadijah. Muhammad in his early life frequently went to caves for seclusion and
meditation. He frequently practiced fasting and was prone to dreams. He was
clearly dissatisfied with the polytheism and superstitions of Mecca and became
passionately convinced of the existence and transcendence of one true God. It
is clear that at some point in his life he absorbed much teaching from the Talmud
and had contact with Christianity.

Muhammad is described as a poet rather than theologian and an
improviser rather than a systematic thinker. He was simple in his tastes and
kindly in his disposition. He was generous, resolute, genial and astute. He was
also a shrewd judge and a leader of men. It was also known that he could be
cruel to his enemies, could stoop to assassination and he was undeniably
sensual. He was at war within himself.

As Muhammad grew he came to believe in only one God, Allah. By the
age of 40 he had had his first vision, which he recorded in the Qur'an (Koran).
He was at first unsure of these visions, whether they were divine or demonic, but
his wife convinced him they were from God. She was his first convert.

Another important early convert was a wealthy merchant named Abu Bakr,
who eventually became one of his successors.

They say that his visions resembled the Hebrew prophets. One time the
angel Gabriel supposedly appeared to him. Muhammad wrestled with the
thought of being possessed by demons or "Jinn" as they were called. He later
dismissed the idea.

Around 610 A.D., when he was going to throw himself off a cliff, he
supposedly heard a voice from heaven hailing him as the Apostle of God. He
saw a vision of a figure astride the horizon which turned him from his purpose
and rooted him to the spot for a long period of time.

Muhammad was rejected and ostracized in Mecca, and he and his
followers withdrew to a city now named Medina which means "City of the
Prophet." This is known as "The Flight" and occurred on July 16, 622. All
Islamic calendars mark this date as their beginning. Thus, 630 A.D. would be 8
A.H. which means in the "year of the flight."

In the early years in Medina, Muhammad was sympathetic to both the
Jews and Christians, but they rejected him and his teaching. Upon that rejection,
Muhammad turned from Jerusalem as the center of worship of Islam to Mecca.
He returned to Mecca and conquered the city.

The Black Stone called the Ka'aba was enshrined in Mecca. Upon his
return he honored the stone by riding seven times around the shrine. Then he
order the destruction of the idols within and had paintings of Abraham and the



6

angels scraped from the walls. He placed boundary pillars defining the sacred
territory around Mecca.

Active opponents of his were conquered by the sword and even far away
tribes were invited to send delegations offering their allegiance. He felt like he
was on the way to unifying the Arab tribes under a theocracy governed by the will
of God when he died suddenly in 632.

Muhammad died without designating a successor called a "Caliph" and
the seeds of three different factions began.

b. The Factions:
The first faction called the Sunnis (followers of the prophet's way)

believed that the Caliph should be elected by the Islamic leadership. Through
the conflict four recognized, orthodox schools of Islamic thought emerged. All
four groups accept the Koran, the "Sunna" (the practice of the prophet as
expressed in Hadith meaning the traditions), and the Shari'a referring to the four
bases of Islamic Law found in the Koran, the Hadith, the Ij'ma' (the concensus of
the Muslim community) and the Q'yas being the use of analytical reason.

The second faction is the Shi'a who believed the position of Caliph should
be hereditary and should go to Ali, Muhammad's son-in-law, who married his only
daughter, Fatima. Ali and his two sons were murdered which caused serious
problems. These adherents wanted people to accept this divine succession even
though there were no more direct descendents. They began in Iraq, but now
totally dominate Iran.

The third faction is the Sufis who reacted to the legalistic, mechanical
religious system and became known as "mystics" who sought the direct personal
experience of the Divine as Muhammad had done in his early life in the caves.
The Sufis exist today. They are best known through their Dervish Orders (e.g.
"the whirling Dervish")

There are many other sects and divergent groups in Islam. The Baha'i
Faith, although significantly different than Islam had its roots in this system.

c. He claimed to be speaking for the God of Adam, Noah,
Abraham, David and Jesus, yet he had prophecies that were
wrong.

He prophesied that the Byzantines who were defeated by the Persians in
614-615 A.D. would regain their territory in less than nine years. It took almost
14, to 628 A.D.

The End of the World. Muhammad stated that the world would end 500
years after his death.

d. As a false prophet he was thus guilty of enticing others to
pursue other gods and was thus due the death penalty as per
the words of the real God of Adam, Noah, Abraham, David and
Jesus.2

2
Deut 18:20-22 'But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My name which I have

not commanded him to speak, or which he speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall
die.' 21 "You may say in your heart, 'How will we know the word which the Lord has not spoken?'
22 "When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not come about or come
true, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously;
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4. Conclusion: the God of Islam, called Allah, is a counterfeit who was
“created” by a false prophet and therefore, he should not be
worshipped. Exo 20:2-7

I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery. 3 "You shall have no other gods before Me. 4 "You shall not
make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the
earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 5 "You shall not worship them or
serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate
Me, 6 but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep
My commandments. 7 "You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain,
for the Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.

5. Islam's View Of Jesus Christ:
The Muslim view of the resurrection of Christ is different from the Christian

view.
 Some do not believe Jesus was crucified.
 Some believe Judas was crucified in His place.
 Some believe that He did not die on the cross.
 Some believe that God took him to heaven without dying.

Islam does believe Jesus was a sinless prophet although not as great as
Muhammad. They believe that Jesus was born of a virgin, but that an angel, not
the Holy Spirit, was the agent. The idea of Allah having a son is repugnant to
them. Jesus was a messenger of Allah, but not the son of God and certainly not
God.

To the Muslim, sin is a lack of obedience to Allah, thus man is sinful by act
only, not by nature. Muslim Law, which is harsh and rigid, administers justice for
sins, thus the individual has paid for his own sin and needs no other deliverer.

Islam was founded by a dead prophet; Christianity by a risen Savior.

you shall not be afraid of him. Deut 13:1-5 If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among
you and gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning
which he spoke to you, saying, 'Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us
serve them,' 3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the
Lord your God is testing you to find out if you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul. 4 "You shall follow the Lord your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His
commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him. 5 "But that prophet or that
dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the Lord
your God who brought you from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
to seduce you from the way in which the Lord your God commanded you to walk. So you shall
purge the evil from among you.
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6. How Then Shall We Treat Muslims? How do we fight?
A. We are equal as human beings and thus all are sinners.

Jas 3:9-11
With it we bless our Lord and Father; and with it we curse men, who have
been made in the likeness of God; 10 from the same mouth come both
blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way.
B. Jesus Christ died for their sins as well as ours. 1 John 2:1-3
My little children, I am writing these things to you that you may not sin.
And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; 2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours
only, but also for those of the whole world.
C. They are declared enemies of our Lord and Master, so we are

called to love them. Luke 6:27-38
"But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29
"Whoever hits you on the cheek, offer him the other also; and whoever
takes away your coat, do not withhold your shirt from him either. 30 "Give
to everyone who asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do
not demand it back. 31 "And just as you want people to treat you, treat
them in the same way. 32 "And if you love those who love you, what credit
is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 "And if you
do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even
sinners do the same. 34 "And if you lend to those from whom you expect
to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, in
order to receive back the same amount. 35 "But love your enemies, and
do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be
great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to
ungrateful and evil men. 36 "Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 37
"And do not judge and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and
you will not be condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned. 38 "Give,
and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken together,
running over, they will pour into your lap. For by your standard of measure
it will be measured to you in return."

1. Enemies of Jesus Christ can come from our closest
relationships. Matt 10:34-39
"Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did
not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 "For I came to set
a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother,
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36 and a
man's enemies will be the members of his household. 37
"He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy
of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is
not worthy of Me. 38 "And he who does not take his cross
and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 39 "He who has
found his life shall lose it, and he who has lost his life for My
sake shall find it.
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2. Remember that we were once enemies of Jesus Christ.
Rom 5:8-10
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then,
having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved
from the wrath of God through Him. 10 For if while we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of
His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be
saved by His life.

D. The Real Battle is not seen. Eph 6:10-18
Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might. 11 Put on
the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the
schemes of the devil. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly
places. 13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able
to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14
Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on
the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the
preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 in addition to all, taking up the
shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming
missiles of the evil one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 18 With all prayer and
petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert
with all perseverance and petition for all the saints,
E. Just before the cross, Jesus told His disciples to get a weapon

even if it meant one must sell an article of clothing. Luke
22:35-38

And He said to them, "When I sent you out without purse and bag and
sandals, you did not lack anything, did you?" And they said, "No, nothing."
36 And He said to them, "But now, let him who has a purse take it along,
likewise also a bag, and let him who has no sword sell his robe and buy
one. 37 "For I tell you, that this which is written must be fulfilled in Me,
'And He was numbered with transgressors ';for that which refers to Me has
its fulfillment."38 And they said, "Lord, look, here are two swords." And He
said to them, "It is enough."
F. We must not love violence. Matt 26:48-56
Now he who was betraying Him gave them a sign, saying, "Whomever I
shall kiss, He is the one; seize Him." 49 And immediately he went to Jesus
and said, "Hail, Rabbi!" and kissed Him. 50 And Jesus said to him,
"Friend, do what you have come for." Then they came and laid hands on
Jesus and seized Him. 51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus
reached and drew out his sword, and struck the slave of the high priest,
and cut off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, "Put your sword back into
its place; for all those who take up the sword shall perish by the sword. 53
"Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put
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at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 54 "How then shall the
Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must happen this way?" 55 At that time
Jesus said to the multitudes, "Have you come out with swords and clubs
to arrest Me as against a robber? Every day I used to sit in the temple
teaching and you did not seize Me. 56 "But all this has taken place that the
Scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled." Then all the disciples left Him
and fled.
G. We are to obey the laws of the land of our current residence, if

they do not violate the Laws of God. Rom 13:1-7 cf Dan 1
Let every person be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is
no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by
God. 2 Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordinance of
God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon
themselves. 3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for
evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good, and you
will have praise from the same; 4 for it is a minister of God to you for good.
But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for
nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the
one who practices evil. 5 Wherefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not
only because of wrath, but also for conscience' sake. 6 For because of this
you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to
this very thing. 7 Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due;
custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor. (By
the laws of this land they have a right to live here, build what and
where the zoning laws allow, have children and raise them here.
They have indeed “been fruitful and multiplied,” which Christians
have failed to do. The Bill of Rights gave this to all who are legally
citizens of the United States. The laws of this land though do not
address “insensitivity” unless it violates building codes and zoning
laws. The battle was lost long before someone wanted to build a
mosque close to ground zero. It was lost when things returned to
“normal.”)
H. How do we reconcile theological conflicts? (War & Peace)

1. Pray for wisdom. Prov 1:2-7
To know wisdom and instruction, To discern the sayings of
understanding, 3 To receive instruction in wise behavior,
Righteousness, justice and equity; 4 To give prudence to the naive,
To the youth knowledge and discretion, 5 A wise man will hear and
increase in learning, And a man of understanding will acquire wise
counsel, 6 To understand a proverb and a figure, The words of the
wise and their riddles. 7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction. Jas 1:5 (this is
for the “if,” “when?,” and “how?” questions. In the U.S. we have the
resources to physically fight. What about in Nigeria or Ghana? Do
you defend yourself or attack?)
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2. Pray for God’s desire which is the salvation of all men.
1 Tim 2:3-4

This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who
desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth.
3. Fight the invisible war first. Eph 6:10-18
(It is difficult to lay claim to a “holy war” if one hasn’t been praying
for the salvation of all men. Do not theologically compromise with
their evil. Pray for divine revelations, visions, whatever.)
4. Live the principles of love in daily life. 1 Cor 13:4-13
(Don’t expect them to get a good response. Our nation has fought
to defend Muslims from extermination, by outsiders and their own.
Yet, they have turned on us. Do not be antagonistic but neither be
intimidated. Become mature and confident in your own faith. What
giant can stand against you when God is on your side?)
5. Begin with your own family and extend to all you

contact. 1 Tim 5:8
But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those
of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an
unbeliever.
6. Be willing to die for the cause of Jesus Christ, first.

Matt 6:19-22
"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and
rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 "But lay up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 21 for where
your treasure is, there will your heart be also. Luke 12:16-21 And
He told them a parable, saying, "The land of a certain rich man was
very productive. 17 "And he began reasoning to himself, saying,
'What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?' 18 "And
he said, 'This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build
larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19
'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for
many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry."' 20
"But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your soul is required
of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?' 21 "So is
the man who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward
God."
7. Realize there is an appointed time for everything.

Eccl 3:1-8
There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for
every event under heaven —
2 A time to give birth, and a time to die;
A time to plant, and a time to uproot what is planted.
3 A time to kill, and a time to heal;
A time to tear down, and a time to build up.
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4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh;
A time to mourn, and a time to dance.
5 A time to throw stones, and a time to gather stones;
A time to embrace, and a time to shun embracing.
6 A time to search, and a time to give up as lost;
A time to keep, and a time to throw away.
7 A time to tear apart, and a time to sew together;
A time to be silent, and a time to speak.
8 A time to love, and a time to hate;
A time for war, and a time for peace.


